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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 24.257

§ 24.256 Bottle aging wine. 
Wine bottled or packed and stored for 

the purpose of aging need not have la-
bels affixed until the wine is removed 
for consumption or sale. However, the 
bins, pallets, stacks, cases or con-
tainers of unlabeled wine will be 
marked in some manner to show the 
kind (class and type) and alcohol con-
tent of the wine. If the unlabeled wine 
is stored at a location other than the 
bottling or packing winery, the reg-
istry number of the bottling or packing 
winery will also be shown. (Sec. 201, 
Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1381, as amend-
ed, 1407, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5368, 
5662)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0503)

§ 24.257 Labeling wine containers. 
(a) The proprietor must label each 

bottle or other container of beverage 
wine prior to removal for consumption 
or sale. The minimum type size for in-
formation required by this section is: 2 
millimeters for containers of more 
than 187 milliliters and 1 millimeter 
for containers of 187 milliliters or less. 
The maximum type size for alcohol 
content statements is 3 millimeters un-
less the container is larger than 5 li-
ters. The label must be securely affixed 
and show: 

(1) The name and address of the wine 
premises where bottled or packed; 

(2) The brand name, if different from 
above; 

(3) The alcohol content as percent by 
volume or the alcohol content stated in 
accordance with 27 CFR part 4. For 
wine with less than 7 percent alcohol 
by volume stated on the label there is 
allowed an alcohol content tolerance of 
plus or minus .75 percent by volume; 
and 

(4) The kind of wine, shown as fol-
lows: 

(i) If the wine contains 7 percent or 
more alcohol by volume and must have 
label approval under 27 CFR part 4, the 
kind of wine is the class, type, or other 
designation provided in that part. 

(ii) If the wine has an exemption 
from label approval, an adequate state-
ment of composition may be used in-
stead of the class and type in 27 CFR 
part 4. 

(iii) If the wine contains less than 7 
percent alcohol by volume, an adequate 
statement of composition may be used 
instead of the class and type in 27 CFR 
part 4. The rules in 27 CFR part 4 per-
taining to label approval and standards 
of fill do not apply to wine under 7 per-
cent alcohol by volume. The rules in 27 
CFR part 16 requiring a Health Warn-
ing Statement do apply to all wines 
over 1/2 percent alcohol. Except for the 
rules noted in this section, labeling of 
wines under 7 percent alcohol is under 
the jurisdiction of the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

(iv) The statement of composition 
must include enough information to 
identify the tax class when viewed with 
the alcohol content. First, the wine 
should be identified by the word 
‘‘wine,’’ ‘‘mead,’’ ‘‘cider’’ or ‘‘perry,’’ as 
applicable. If the wine contains more 
than 0.392 grams of carbon dioxide per 
100 milliliters, the word ‘‘sparkling’’ or 
‘‘carbonated,’’ as applicable, must be 
included in the statement of composi-
tion. If the statement of composition 
leaves doubt as to the tax class of the 
wine, the wine must be marked ‘‘tax 
class 5041(b)(1) IRC’’ or an equivalent 
phrase. For example, a still wine 
marked ‘‘wine’’ and ‘‘16 percent alcohol 
by volume’’ is adequately marked to 
identify its tax class as 5041(b)(2). A 
still wine marked ‘‘hard cider’’ and ‘‘9 
percent alcohol by volume’’ is ade-
quately marked to identify its tax 
class as 5041(b)(1). A still wine marked 
‘‘raspberry hard cider’’ and ‘‘9 percent 
alcohol by volume’’ is adequately 
marked to identify its tax class as 
5041(b)(1). A still wine eligible for the 
hard cider tax rate marked ‘‘cider’’ or 
‘‘hard cider’’ and ‘‘6 percent alcohol by 
volume’’ is adequately marked to iden-
tify its tax class as 5041(b)(6). However, 
if a still wine that is not eligible for 
the hard cider tax rate is marked 
‘‘cider’’ or ‘‘hard cider’’ and ‘‘6 percent 
alcohol by volume’’ it is not ade-
quately marked to identify its tax 
class as 5041(b)(1), so the tax class must 
be shown. 

(5) The net content of the container 
unless the net content is permanently 
marked on the container as provided in 
27 CFR part 4. 

(b) The information shown on any 
label applied to bottled or packed wine 
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